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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-11 are presented for examination. 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1 -1 1 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 1 , line 
3, delete "the" before "time"; claim 8, delete "the" in line 4 before "date". Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claims 2-7, 9-1 1 are objected for the same reason since they depend from an 
objected claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 8-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Eschbach (US 5,097,253). 

Regarding claim 8, Eschbach discloses a method of providing security for 
an area having an access member (fig. 1) comprising: locking access member 
with a security lock having indicator means which is interrupted at the time of 
locking, indicator means providing an indication of both the date and time of 
locking (fig. 1; col. 2, lines 12-20; col. 5, lines 20-27; col. 6, lines 3-17); recording 
indication (col. 6, lines 3-9); and checking indicator means at the time access 
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member is to be operated in order to detect possible tampering (col. 6, lines 3- 
13). 

Regarding claim 9, Eschbach discloses security lock is provided with a 
unique identification code which is also recorded at the time of locking (col. 6, 
lines 9-10 and lines 33-39). 

Regarding claim 10, Eschbach discloses area is selected from the group 
consisting of warehouses, sea containers, truck trailers and storage areas (col. 1, 
lines 15-18). 

Regarding claim 11, Eschbach discloses security lock includes an 
electronic timepiece and a shackle (fig. 1). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Eschbach et al. (US 5,097,253) in view of Patterson (US 3,779,589). 

Regarding claim 1 , Eschbach discloses a security lock for a closure 
having a locking member (fig. 1 ; abstract) lock comprising: a case (box 12) (fig. 



1 ); an electronic timepiece in case having a display for displaying time and date 
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and having a power circuit (fig. 1 ; col. 3, lines 24-33); means for interrupting 
power circuit engaged by closure member when closure is in locked position 
thereby providing a visual indication of the time and date on which lock was 
secured (col. 2, lines 12-20; col. 5, lines 20-27; col. 6, lines 3-17); means for 
permanently maintaining closure in closed position (col. 1, lines 61-65). 

Eschbach discloses all the limitations above but fails to explicitly disclose 
a closure associated with case having an open position and a locked position in 
which closure is engaged in case. 

However, Patterson discloses a closure associated with case having an 
open position and a locked position in which closure is engaged in case (fig. 4- 
fig. 5; col. 2, lines 63-67; col. 3, lines 1-4). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to incorporate Patterson's open position in 
Eschbach. Doing so would modify Eschbach's system with Patterson's opening 
in order to accurately indicate an unauthorized opening thereby preventing the 
tampering of the case for the safety purposes as taught by Patterson (col. 1 , lines 
5-28). 

Regarding claim 2, Eschbach discloses case and closure comprise a 
padlock-type lock and closure is a U shape shackle having an end engageable in 
a bore in case (fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 3, Eschbach discloses case is fabricated for a tamper- 
resistant material (col. 2, lines 58-68). 
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Regarding claim 4, Eschbach discloses display is protected by a 
transparent tamper-resistant material (col. 3, lines 31-33). 

Regarding claim 5, Eschbach discloses case is provided with a unique 
identification indicia (fig. 1; col. 6, lines 32-39). 

Regarding claim 6, Eschbach discloses means for interrupting power 
circuit comprises a switch located in bore and engageably by shackle in locked 
position (fig. 1; col. 8 f lines 1-3). 

Regarding claim 7, Eschbach discloses means for permanently 
maintaining lock in a closed position comprises latch means engageable with 
closure (fig. 1; col. 1, lines 61-65). 



Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Fox et al. (US 6,865,515) discloses method and device for securely storing 
data. 

Auerbach et al. (US 6,753,775) discloses a smart container monitoring system. 
Thorne et al. (US 6,747,558) discloses method and apparatus for providing 
container security with a tag. 

Leon et al. (US 6,317,025) discloses programmable lock and security system 
therefor. 

Haimovich et al. (US 6,281,793) discloses an electronic monitoring apparatus. 
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Citron et al. (US 5,515,030) discloses an electronic seal. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel Previl whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
2971 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. The examiner can 
also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Hofsass can be reached on (571 ) 272-2981 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Daniel Previl 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2636 
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September 29, 2005. 




